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Harvard joins hands with IIT-Delhi, Tatas to help startups 

http://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/harvard-joins-hands-with-iit-delhi-tatas-to-help-

startups/51019375 

This approach combined with Tata Trusts’ philanthropic vision will help narrow down the existing gap between the 

demand and supply of skilled labour.” Saumya Bhattacharya&Varuni Khosla  |  ET Bureau  |  17 February 2016, 9:18 AM 

IST 

NEW DELHI: Harvard University's South Asia Institute has joined hands with the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, 

and Tata Trusts in a first initiative of its kind to mentor 25 social entrepreneurship startups in science and technology. 

The project, led by the institute director Tarun Khanna, aims to create jobs by helping these startups with mentoring, 

workshops and providing grants to select ventures. 

 

The institute, a research and idea generation centre at Harvard University, requested and received a grant from Tata 

Trusts to experiment with ways to translate knowledge that was generated in the university setting into livelihood 

creation. 

 

"India needs 100 million net new jobs in the next decade to absorb the demographic dividend," said Khanna. "I don't 

know of any system in the world that has generated that many jobs in a short period of time without a significant dose 

of new enterprise creation and entrepreneurship," said Khanna, who chaired the Government of India Niti Aayog 

Commission on Entrepreneurship and Innovation. 

 

Emphasising the relevance of this collaboration, R Venkataramanan, executive trustee at Tata Trusts said: "Under this 

collaboration with Harvard University's South Asia Institute, we will develop entrepreneurship opportunities that will 

help provide sustainable prosperity to the local communities. 

 

http://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/harvard-joins-hands-with-iit-delhi-tatas-to-help-startups/51019375
http://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/harvard-joins-hands-with-iit-delhi-tatas-to-help-startups/51019375
http://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/479218164/saumya-bhattacharya
http://telecom.economictimes.indiatimes.com/author/479233399/varuni-khosla
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This approach combined with Tata Trusts' philanthropic vision will help narrow down the existing gap between the 

demand and supply of skilled labour." 

 

The grant from Tata Trusts is for 18 months. "The challenge and plan is to demonstrate using research and knowledge 

assets to work with these social enterprises to point them in the right direction and create a system of peer support. 

This will be done through workshops, on an ongoing basis," said Khanna. 

 

One of the glaring issues is that it is a very lonely job being an entrepreneur, said Khanna. The idea then, he said, is to 

use knowledge assets to bring people together, get a peer group in place without overstating the importance of the 

facilitator. 

 

It's a learning experience for IIT Delhi as well. "There is an explosion in learning, including social entrepreneurship. We 

can take some of these experiences to our workshops. Many of these people were students about a year ago. These are 

young startups and not all are IITians. They are people from Delhi, Kanpur, Utkal University, small colleges in Punjab," 

said IIT professor Professor Ambuj Sagar, who along with Professor PVM Rao is part of this project. 

 

The project aims to mentor and guide people after the duration of the grant, "One of the tasks that we have is to think 

of ways to continue with this programme, with our partners, the Trusts, IIT-D and other institutions, including the 

government machinery. The more people talk about it, the better," said Khanna. Shashank Shah, project director at the 

South Asia Institute said: "There will be hand-holding for all the grantees from now till September across tracks in terms 

of Harvard, partner institutions such as IIT-D and others." 

 

The project also plans to run a small competition among selected entrepreneurs and give them small grants. An amount 

of Rs 50 lakh has been set aside for grant across three tracks.  

IIT-B ‘Make in India’ hackathon winners announced 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/IIT-B-Make-in-India-hackathon-winners-

announced/articleshow/51025251.cms  

Putting 4.5% minority sub-quota on hold till legal challenges are resolved, IITs have sought to allay students... Read More 

NEW DELHI: Six teams from different engineering institutes won a week long 'Make in India' hackathon held at IIT-

Bombay. The hackathon, which saw participation from coders, engineers and designers, was aimed at finding solutions 

to urban design problems of water, energy and transportation.  

 

"India cannot be a great manufacturing nation till we don't invent and innovate and design in India and our belief is that 

we had lost our close relationship between academia and industry. Our IITs and engineering institutes will play an 

important role to take it forward," said Amitabh Kant, secretary, Department of Industrial Promotion and Policy, Govt of 

India, while announcing the names of the winners. 

In the energy category, IIT-Kanpur held the top spot. Vellore Institute of Technology, Chennai and Karpagam College of 

Engineering, Coimbatore shared the honours for the second spot. 

Vivekanand College of Engineering, Mumbai won the top spot in the water category, while National Law University, 

Assam and Jodhpur Institute of Engineering and Technology shared the second position. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/IIT-B-Make-in-India-hackathon-winners-announced/articleshow/51025251.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/IIT-B-Make-in-India-hackathon-winners-announced/articleshow/51025251.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/mobiles/Indias-cheapest-smartphone-Freedom-251-launched-at-Rs-251/articleshow/51020750.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/IIT-Bombay-organises-first-ever-campus-run-in-March/articleshow/50659818.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/IIT-Bombay-organises-first-ever-campus-run-in-March/articleshow/50659818.cms
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In the transportation segment, Krishna Institute of Engineering and Technology, Ghaziabad came first followed by Centre 

for Environmental Planning & Technology, Ahmedabad.  

These ideas were evaluated by venture capitalists and government representatives. 

IIM’s Director’s appointment: HC seeks Centre’s reply 

http://indianexpress.com/article/education/iims-directors-appointment-hc-seeks-

centres-reply/ 

The court notice was issued on a plea which alleged that the advertisement dated January 

12, 2016, issued in respect of the appointment of directors of various IIMs, for the first 

time demands first class at graduation and post-graduation level to qualify as a candidate 

for the said post.  

Delhi High Court today sought the Centre’s response on a petition seeking setting aside of advertisements 

issued for appointing directors at various IIMs across the country and asked whether there was a change in the 

appointment policy. 

A bench of Chief Justice G Rohini and Justice Jayant Nath issued notice to Ministry of Human Resource & 

Development asking them to “get instruction on or before February 24 whether there is any change in policy on 

the appointments of Directors at Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs).” 

The court notice was issued on a plea which alleged that the advertisement dated January 12, 2016, issued in 

respect of the appointment of directors of various IIMs, for the first time demands first class at graduation and 

post-graduation level to qualify as a candidate for the said post. 

Pritam Singh, who claims to be an academic administrator and Subrat Kumar, a researcher and trainer in the 

higher education sector, stated in their plea that the government wants to “oust certain candidates and at the 

same time ensure eligibility for a few”. 

“The central government in order to enforce its own agenda/or in order to oust certain candidates from being 

considered for the post of Director in particular IIM and at the same time to ensure the eligibility of its chosen 

candidates in certain IIMs,” senior advocate Parag Tripathi and advocate Rajesh Ranjan submitted. 

New Institute Chair Set up at IIT-M  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/New-Institute-Chair-Set-up-at-IIT-

M/2016/02/18/article3282579.ece 

CHENNAI: The ‘Institute Chair’ at the Department of Management Studies at IIT Madras was launched 

recently by Professor Sridhar Tayur, an IIT Madras alumnus.  

Tayur is the Ford Distinguished Research Chair and Professor of Operations Management at Carnegie Mellon 

University’s Tepper School of Business. The Chair is endowed with an amount of `50 lakh, and is set-up in the 

name of ‘RAGS Family Foundation’ that has also made other philanthropic gifts in higher education, 

entrepreneurship, independent films, microfinance, children’s health, development and safety. Professor R 

Nagarajan, Dean of International & Alumni Relations at IIT Madras, welcomed the setting up of the Chair and 

http://indianexpress.com/article/education/iims-directors-appointment-hc-seeks-centres-reply/
http://indianexpress.com/article/education/iims-directors-appointment-hc-seeks-centres-reply/
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/New-Institute-Chair-Set-up-at-IIT-M/2016/02/18/article3282579.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/New-Institute-Chair-Set-up-at-IIT-M/2016/02/18/article3282579.ece
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said, “This is another sign of the continuing support that IIT Madras enjoys from our alumni. They contribute 

time, talent and treasure, and we value them all equally”. 

The board of governors has also created ‘Institute Chair Professorships’ to be occupied by Professors who have 

distinguished themselves. 

 

 


